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1 . PRIME MINISTER SOARES AND I HAD LUNCH ON JUNE 22 

FOR A TOUR D'HORIZON BEFORE MY CONSULTATIONS IN WASHINGTON. 

AMONG OTHER SUBJECTS, SOARES WANTED TO TELL ME ABOUT HIS 
EXCHANGE WITH SPANISH SOCIALIST LEADER, FELIPE GONZALEZ, 

ON THE QUESTION OF SPANISH MEMBERSHIP IN NATO (REFTEL). 

2. SOARES SAID THAT HIS EXCHANGE WITH GONZALEZ ON NATO 
HAD BEEN WIDELY MISREPORTED IN THE PRESS. HE HAD NOT TOLD 
SPANISH JOURNALISTS THAT HIS PARTY SUPPORTED THE PSOE 
POSITION ON NATO. RATHER, HE HAD SAID THAT HE HAD LISTENED 
TO THE SPANISH SOCIALIST'S POSITION, RESPECTED IT, BUT THAT 

THE PORTUGUESE SOCIALISTS HAD A DIFFERENT POSITION REGARDING 
PORTUGAL'S MEMBERSHIP IN NATO. SOARES TOLD ME THAT GONZALEZ 
HAD PRIVATELY TOLD HIM THAT HIS PARTY'S MAIN CONCERN 
WAS TO AVOID A NATIONAL DEBATE ON SPANISH ENTRY INTO 
NATO IN THE NEAR FUTURE BECAUSE SUCH A DEBATE WOULD 
BE EXTREMELY DIVISIVE AND COULD THREATEN SPANISH 
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DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS. GONZALEZ HAD ALSO TOLD SOARES 
THAT FROM THE U.S. POINT OF VIEW IT WAS BETTER TO LET 
SLEEPING DOGS LIE, I.E. A DEBATE OVER ENTRY 
INTO NATO COULD ALSO RAISE THE ISSUE OF CONTINUED U.S. 

USE OF SPANISH BASES. IN RESPONSE I POINTED OUT TO SOARES THAT OUR 
POSITION WAS THAT SPANISH ENTRY INTO NATO WAS A MATTER FOR SPANIARDS 
TO DECIDE AND THAT WE HAD NO INTENTION OF PRESSING THE 
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